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July 30, 2020 
 
Re:  Parent/Guardian Choices for 2020-2021 

  
Dear Parent/Guardians, 
  
On Monday, July 20th, Governor Murphy indicated his approval for parents/guardians to opt out 
of in-school instruction starting with the 2020-2021 school year.  On Friday, July 24th, the NJ 
Department of Education issued clarifying details to put this option into full operation.  On 
Tuesday, July 28th, our District Reentry Committee came to consensus on the master scheduling 
plan for 2020-2021.  Parents/guardians can now make an informed decision in this regard. 
  
We expect to have our complete Freehold Borough District Reopening Plan available publicly, 
ready for parent/guardian review, by Friday, August 7th.  I forward this letter in advance to 
allow extra time to consider the various factors that may influence your decision. 
  
Our Freehold Borough Plan 

  
For in-school instruction starting September 8th, the district has decided to follow the majority 
decision indicated in our parent survey.  We will bring in 50% of the students on each day and 
require students to wear face coverings.  This plan is based on the assumption that the health 
restrictions statewide will be the same on the opening day of school as they are now.  If the 
Governor changes the restrictions, we may need to shift to a different plan.  For example, the 
Governor could decide to place all students back on virtual instruction like last Spring, if the 
overall health conditions in New Jersey warrant this.  We might also locally revert to 100% 
virtual instruction if there are particular conditions in Freehold Borough that justify it, such as a 
COVID case in the school that requires deep cleaning. 
  
The Reentry Committee has had extensive discussion about the length of the school day in this 
new arrangement.  We have come to a strong consensus that the length of the in-school 
sessions should be consistent with our Early Dismissal Schedule (4 hours, 10 min).  The district 
will not serve in-school lunch.  Lunch will be grab and go.  Here are the Board-approved times 
for a shortened day, which will be used for the in-school portion of our hybrid plan. 
  

School Start Dismissal 

Freehold Intermediate School 8:00am 12:10pm 

Park Ave Elementary 8:40am 12:50pm 

Freehold Learning Center 9:10am 1:20pm 
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During the time for in-school instruction, students will only cover their core subjects (English 
Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies).  All related subjects will be full virtual.  This 
includes Physical Education, Health, Spanish, Technology, Art and Music.  Students will have a 
virtual check in on their core courses on their virtual day. 
   
In order to assist parents/guardians with child care, the Reentry Committee planned the day 
rotation to be as consistent as possible.  Only Monday will alternate week to week.  Below is a 
depiction of the rotation plan.  
  

Week MTWRF Notes 

Week 1 AABAB Monday is the alternating day 

Week 2 BABAB 6/14/21 will be a B day for balance 

  
100% Virtual Instruction 

 
Parents/Guardians can opt to place their students on 100% virtual instruction and have no in-
school presence.  Students who are on 100% virtual instruction will have the same instructional 
opportunities as those participating on the in-school plan.  The only difference will be that 
when students are in-school for their 4 hours and 10 minutes of in-school instruction, students 
on 100% virtual will be spending time with their own teacher online doing synchronous 
instruction.  No student will be disadvantaged because they are on 100% virtual instruction. 
  
In planning for the new school year it is critical for us to know two things right away.  First, we 
need to know, by student, who desires to attend 100% virtual instruction.  Second, we need to 
know if parents/guardians have a special need to be in either Group A or B.  This can be a key 
issue in managing siblings.  Some parents/guardians may want all their children in-school on the 
same day.  Others may wish to have their children divided between the days.  We can’t 
efficiently set up the staffing plan and new master schedule without knowing these 
requirements.  
  
We need all parents/guardians to indicate their preferences.  If you want to opt for 100% virtual 
learning, or you have a significant need requiring a particular A or B day, then please indicate 
the same on the survey from.  We need everyone to fill out the attached form by Friday, August 
14, 2020.  The district needs time to carry out the complex task of dividing the students 
between remote and in-school, as well as ensuring that students are balanced between A and B 
days. 
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I underscore that this letter only deals with individual scheduling needs.  The complete plan for 
reopening schools will be included in the district Reentry Plan, that will be made public on 
Friday, August 7th.  Besides releasing the full plan, we will also prepare a FAQ based on the 
many questions asked in the parent/guardian survey.  We will be communicating with you 
constantly through this process.  This letter deals with a limited and specific issue that we need 
to address right away. 
  
Understanding the Options 

  
In considering your options, I anticipate one question that may come up is how long we will 
require students to remain 100% virtual if they sign up, or conversely how long we would 
require students to stay on in-school instruction before shifting over during the school year.  As 
we envision things now, the 100% virtual students will have their own separate teacher(s).  So 
switching from virtual to in-school or in-school to virtual will be a disruptive practice once we 
get the school year going.  We ask parents/guardians to be prepared to stay in the mode that 
they select for at least the first marking period, after which we will offer a chance to opt in and 
out.  However, if a change can be done sooner without overloading or under loading classes, we 
will consider doing it sooner on a case-by-case basis.  Changes necessitated by individual 
education plans and similar requirements will be arranged promptly following CST approval 
(within three school days).  Any request to switch between in-school to virtual or virtual to in-
school after this initial registration period should be forwarded to the building Principal. 
  
Students doing 100% virtual instruction are different than students who need to go on a short 
term all virtual program because of a special reason (e.g. 14-day quarantine).  For these 
students, their time on virtual instruction will be treated as a home instruction case consistent 
with our home instruction procedures. 
  
Child Care Options 

  
A quick note about child care.  For the anticipated shortened day model, the 21st Century 
Program will continue to run virtually.  Teachers will be teaching the full day, in-school and 
virtual.  Thus the 21st Century will not be available to physically watch students immediately 
after the shortened day ends for students.  At Freehold Learning Center, the YMCA plans to 
conduct before care and after care as it has in the past, adjusted to the shortened day.  Park 
Ave Elementary will continue to offer before care with district personnel as it has done in the 
past.  The YMCA is also expecting to have child care options available at their center in the 
Borough so that parents can place their students when they have a full virtual day (they have 
wifi).  All services with the YMCA are for a fee and coordinated directly with the YMCA.  
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All students are eligible for the 100% virtual option.  It will be equivalent to what the in-school 
option entails, except for the mode of instruction on in-school teaching days, which will be 
online synchronous (e.g. teachers and students connected with google meet in direct 
communication.)  A student on 100% virtual learning will not be excluded from any in-school 
extracurricular events or athletic teams.  Students on 100% virtual learning will be held to the 
same attendance standards as in-school students.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

Rocco Tomazic 
 
Rocco G. Tomazic, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
rtomazic@freeholdboro.k12.nj.us   

mailto:rtomazic@freeholdboro.k12.nj.us
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Freehold Borough Registration for Instructional Preferences 

(due by Friday, August 14, 2020) 
 

Parent/Guardian Name:  ______________________________________ 
 
Email/Phone Contact:     ______________________________________ 
 
Student Name/Grade:     Child 1:  _______________________________________ 
 
        Child 2:  _______________________________________ 
 
        Child 3:  _______________________________________ 
         
        Child 4:  _______________________________________ 
 
I want the 100% virtual learning option for all my children listed above.         YES       NO 
                                                                                                                                       (Circle one) 
 
All students not designated for 100% virtual instruction will be placed into in-school class 
sections.) 
 
I have more than one child in the district and: 
 
_________I need all my children in their schools on the same day - YES or NO (Circle one). 
Select ONE option below, either A or B day.     

 ________A  
 ________B  

 
_________I need my children in their schools on different days - YES or NO (Circle one)                 

         Child #1  A or B  (Circle one) 
         Child #2  A or B  (Circle one) 
         Child #3  A or B  (Circle one) 
         Child #4  A or B  (Circle one) 
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 ______A  
 ______B   

 
To complete this form and submit to the district, click the link below: 
 
Link to Registration for Instructional Preferences in English:  
Registration for Instructional Preferences 

 
 

https://forms.gle/zAcgyNF9r51nsokN8
https://forms.gle/zAcgyNF9r51nsokN8

